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Preface

Welcome to the overview report of the 2008 International Forestry

Students” Associ ation (IFSA) Symposium (IFSS). In this report, we
will give youageneral  over view of IFSA, the purpose of the event and
the information gained during the symposium about general

observations and forests of Bulgaria.

We would like to thank  the generous sponsors from all over the world
that provided the opportunit y for representatives of forestry student
societies to participate in the IFSS.

Forests and the forest sector play a vital role for all societies.
Al t hough t hrough urbani sing popul ations t
connection to forests has changed, our reliance on the products and
services which they provide has not diminished. Forests provide fuel
wood to millions, fodder for animals, the protection of water
catchments, building materials for the houses we live in, paper for the
dissemination of information, and an unquantifiable benefit for
spiritual and aesthetic values. In more recen t years, forests have also
been viewed as a means of mitigating climate change through carbon
sequestration and storage. With the management of such a valuable
resource placed in the hands of foresters, it is essential that we, the

foresters of the future  , co-operate in this globalising world efficiently
and effectively . It is essential to gain experience and share our
knowledge with one another so that we can manage OFor e:s

Fut urlesd is a fundamental forum for providing this to the
foresters o f the future.

Thank you to all those who made an effort and contributed their time
to helping us to compile the report with facts, emotions, pictures and
reflections.

On behalf of IFSA P ublication s and Promotion team, we hope you will
enjoy the reading th  is report.

Kind regards,

Kristi Parro & Pille Aasamets

Pageii



Executive Summary

IFSA unites forestry students from all overt he
world and offers them the possibility to work
within an international non - profit organisation.
In order to ensure the s ustainability of IFSA,
annual general assemblies have to be held , the
I nternational Forestry ymposi u
(IFSS) .

The IFSS is the annual meeting of IFSA and its
main purpose is to offer a good organisation for
the General Assembly of IFSA.

The o rgani sers of the event did a good job and
had excellent guests  with forestry background
who were also active within the international
arena. The eventexposed the participants to the
opportunities that are available after studying at
university. The knowled ge derived from
extracurricular events such as the IFSS gives
students an excellent grounding in forestry on a
global context, and will provide an advantage to

the students in the employment market.

Bulgarian fore sts and nature surprised
everybody by its high values in diversity and
wildlife. Mountainous forests need a special

management and during the event we learned

about the good and also some problematic
aspects of Bulgarian forestry sector. This year
the focus point was for maintaining the forest S
for the future and to show all possibilities for
forest use, not just commercial

Bulgaria , because of its location has always been
a cultural mixing pot . The culture shown during
the IFSS was very special and uniqgue. It showed

us that not only Scots have bag pipe s, that no

mountain is too high and that it is possible to
walk barefoot over abed of hot coals, if you only ha ve the will .

Pageii



Overview of IFSA

The I nternational Forestry Studentsbéd

network for forestry students. Iti sanon -political, non -governmental
(NGO), non -religious and non -profit organisation established in 1990
with an ideal purpose  to better forestry education .IFSAis registered
in Germany and managed entirely by students studying forestry and
related scienc es all over the world. It unites approximately 3 ,000
forestry students in about 60 member associations (called Local
Committees ) in over 40 countries.

IFSA is divided into 8 regions i Latin and North America, North and
South Africa, Asia, Oceania, North a nd South Europe 1 aseveryregion
has its own official representatives. Every year the detached regions
organise their meetings and during the summer the world meeting

IFSS T International Forestry Students' Symposium is lead, where all

the students of the 8 regions get together.

| FSAOGs vis the alobal cooperation among students of forest
sciences in order to broaden knowledge and understanding to achieve
a sustainable future for our forests, and to provide a voice for youth in
international forest pol  icy processes.

Impelled by this vision, IFSA works towards achieving the following
mission : to provide a platform for students of forest sciences to
enrich their formal education, promote cultural understanding by
encouraging collaboration with internation al partner organisations
and to gain practical experiences with a wider and more global
perspective. Through its network, IFSA encourages student meetings,
enables participation in scientific debates, and supports the
involvement of youth in decision makin g processes and international
forest and environmental policy.
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What are the main activities of IFSA?

1) Youth representative during international decision making
processes regarding environmental and forest policy

More than 40 % o populatonisyoongdrtdan 20 years old!
So why shouldn't this important part of the society have the right to
speak up when crucial decisions for the future are being made? Within
IFSA, forestry students have the platform to represent the interests of
youth and to create their own projects to implement sustainable
forest management.

As Youth Non -Governmental Organisation (YNGO), IFSA has the
statute of youth representative for the following events:

1 United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)

1 United Nations F ramework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCCQC)

1 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

1 United Nations Education, Science and Culture Organization
(UNESCO)

1 Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forest in Europe
(MCPFE)

These privileged statutes offer many opportunities to forestry
students to understand and take part actively in international
processes which are very important for our future.
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2) Several working groups called Acommi

IFSA has 7 commissions which permit students to develop new skills
as well as dedicate to  the sustainable flow of the association:

International Processes Commission:

This commission is in charge of the coordina tion and prepar ation of
the participation of IFSA in the processes outlined above. It is also a

for um to discuss about forest policy and exchange the different point

of view about it.

Exchange Program Commission:

This commission is in charge of facilitating students work placements
and exchanges between forestry faculties. The main activity is to look
for and propose internships in international and national forestry
organisations

Promotion and Publication Commission:

This commission is in charge of the publication of the IFSA News, it
proposes always new general topic for the next issues, collects the
articles written by IFSA members and organises them before sending
the final version to the printing company. This commission is also in

charge of the elaboration of informative material about IFSA (poster,
brochuresé¢)

Web Commission:

This commission s in charge of the maintenance and development of
IFSA website. Currently, this commission is also managing an online
Forum for IFSA.

Language Commission:

IFSA often receives official documents in languages other than
English. A commission was created t o translate these documents and
also to help students to translate some texts for their studies.

Village Concept Program (VCP):

SSi

on

| FSA coll aborates with ot heorganisatidn® rimati onal

different fields (e.g. agriculture, medicine, pharmacy) and this
commission is an example of collaboration. The aim is to gather
students from different fields and help a village (or several ones) from
developing countries to improve the situation.
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AfFund task forceo Commi ssi on:

As international  organisation |FSA needs a lot of money for its
activities. This commission was created to try to assure the financial
stability of IFSA.

3) International Forestry Studentsd Meeti ni

The internetis a very good working -tool for international bodies but is
always better to meet face to face. For that IFSA has several
traditional meetings which are a very good tool to promote the
cultural understanding.

The biggest one is the International
Forestry Studentsé S
which gathers forestry students from all e o
R
over the world during two weeks in a “\“ﬂ"ﬁ“\\“u 3

217 Augus 2008, pulgaria

QMATIONAL FORESTRY STUDENTS Sthpgg,

different country each year. This event
hosts the IFSA General Assembly, during
which we evaluate the work done the
previous year, elect a new board and plan
the work for the following year. In addition
students are introd uced to a foreign

forestry system. x

IFSA also holds very important regional nNerim 200
meeting s, such as the South European

Regional Meeting (SERM), North European

Regional Meeting (NERM), and Latin American Regional Meeting
(LARM). These meetings are the opportunity to discuss the problems
in a geographical area. IFSA also tries to help to develop regional

meetings in Africa, Asia and North America.
4) Partnership with professional organisation

IFSA has very strong partnerships with the International Union of
Forest Research organizations (IUFRO) and the  European Forest
Institute  (EFI) which permit student s to join international scientific
congresses, to have the opportunity to present their work during

them and to meet some specialist in the different fields of fore stry.

IFSA also is also developing a partnership with the Commonwealth
Forestry Association (CFA) which will offer new opportunities.
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Finally, IFSA is member of the International Partnership for Forestry
Education (IPFE) and helps actively to improve the forestry education
around the world. Such partnerships are very important in the
preparation of the students 6professional life.

How can you become an IFSA Member?

Stepone: Form agroup of students to become an organisation atyour
university. Here for ~ you need to establish a direction (president, etc.)

and statutes. If you already have it, join with your already existing

society!

Step two: Contact your potential regional representative (find
him/her from IFSA web  -page, www.ifsa.net) for any informatio n you
need concerning membership application.

Step three:  Type it in details before print.

Step four: Send all documents via e -mail to your regional
representatives and to the council responsible for your region. Paper

copy with stamps and original signa tures can wait until the councils do
not have questions anymore and your LC has been approved.

Address for paper copy

IFSA e.V, International Secretariat, Tennenbacher Str. 4, D -79106
Freiburg, or by fax on +49 761 203 38109.
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International Forestry Stu dents Symposium

History of IFSS

It all began with an annual meeting of forestry students: the
International Forestry Students Symposium (IFSS) , Wwhich was held in
England at 1973 and for the thirteen years after. The goal was to
provide forestry students wi th a platform where they could meet their
counterparts from other countries discuss their ideas and views and

create an atmosphere of solidarity and inspiration. During the
following years the symposium attracted more and more students.

The first accomplis hment of these meetings was the creation of
INFOCENTER; an office established to co -ordinate the exchange of
information among forestry students. During the 18th IFSS in Lisbon,

Portugal in 1990, the participants decided to expand the co -operation
between forestry students beyond the annual symposium. At the
constitutional assembly of IFSA, the founding member associations
approved provisional statutes and elected the first representative
organs. INFOCENTER was relocated and took on the official role as
IFSA's communicative and informational organ. The following year,

the 19th IFSS was organised in the Netherlands. This symposium

turned out to be a great success with 112 participants from 38
countries; it was the first time that students from all continents were
represented. The following symposium was organised in Italy (1992).

Here the third General Assembly (GA) designated a central organ, the
Secretariat, to be responsible for the association's bureaucratic tasks,

internal communications and all INFOCENTE R duties. The Secretariat,
thus, fully assumed its role as IFSA headquarters.

IFSA became a truly world  -wide organisation when the new statutes
were finally approved in 1994 at the fifth GA during the 22nd IFSS in
Switzerland. The association was officiall y registered as a charity
organisation with its seat in Gottingen, Germany.

Five years later, with the adoption of the revised Statutes, Decrees
and By -laws, the general assembly moved the seat to Freiburg,
Germany.
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36 " International Forestry Students Sy mposium

General overview also published in IFSA News

This y e a rsyimposium was held in mountainous Bulgaria.

Duringthe IFSS a llthe five General Assemblies (GAs) were held over
two weeks , duringwhich an exemplary trip around Bulgaria was made.
This years meeting provided opportunity for over one hundred

students from 35 countries all over the world.

The t opic forthe IFSS 2008 in Bulgaria was AForest foand t he f ut
much was told about different forests uses, for example forest policy,

management of nature reserves, national parks, and game

management. For estry professionals from the diff
forgotten andtook part in the event. Presentations were made by the

representatives of the government, scientist s from the Sofia

University , spec ialists, and foresters and environment activists

Differing from previous years where the forest industry and

plantations were in the spotlight, this year symposium hosts stressed
the importance of forest management for the protection and
conservation

There were enlightening and educative forestry talks , and there was
also time to enjoy Bulgarian folk music and dance, see cute and
beautiful villages, swim in cool and cooling lakes and inthe Black Sea,
take sunbaths and traditionally for foresters play gu itar and sing

around the fire  on few evenings.
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