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Introduction  
In October 2015, we, that is Joakim Lundsten (LC Umeå, Sweden), Manuel López Parrondo 
(LC Madrid, Spain) and Laura Hempelmann (LC Freiburg, Germany), joined the 7th 
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), to represent IFSA 
as well as Youth in general in Madrid. Besides knowing the name of this conference and a 
rough idea about what this policy process is all about, we soon realized that not many 
people knew what this conference, also known as Forest Europe, is about. So to give you an 
idea about this policy process here comes a short introduction. 

 
The Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (first called Helsinki 
Process and later Forest Europe) is a “pan-European voluntary high-level (which basically 
means ministerial) political process for dialogue and cooperation on forest policies in 
Europe”, and promotes sustainable forest management since 1990 in Europe. It should be 
noted that this process includes not only the European Union but also another 46 countries 
of Europe within its geographic distribution like the Russian Federation and Turkey. One of 
its major achievements has been the development of guidelines and criteria and indicators 
for Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) in Europe. Besides that they also produced a 
whole lot of declarations, resolutions and decisions that are all voluntary and not legally 
binding. This is why in the past years Forest Europe has been working on a Legally Binding 
Agreement for forests within Europe, which could have been a major stepping stone in 
regional forest policy. 



Preparations 
To prepare the statements on the the behalf of the major group Youth, and on behalf of 
IFSA, we were only given two weeks to prepare which seemed like an overwhelming task. 
But through asking for help and working together it was made possible. A big thank-you to 
Jakob Hörl for helping out and dedicating so much energy into IFSA during his years as a 
student. Also, the statement would have been much less professional without the help from 
Olivia Wright (girlfriend to Joakim), that studies public relations and communications.  
 
To get from Freiburg to Madrid we traveled together by car. It was a 17-hour-drive, which 
gave us lots of time to practice on the statements. We arrived the night before the 
conference, and Manuel and his mom had prepared some delicious tortilla for us. Manuel’s 
knowledge as a local was very helpful and made everything so much easier to navigate 
Madrid. 

Experience / Outcome 
The statements made were read in round table 3 and 4 on the 20th. Also a joint statement 
together with the scientific community in the Extraordinary Ministerial Conference on the 21st 
was written, and if you are interested in what we said the statements can be found at the end 
of this report. 
 
We believe that we were able to “wake them up” with these statements, and get them to 
listen to what we had to say, as IFSA is free to say what really is going on. Although we 
learned that to have the most influence in the decision-making, the most effective way to do 
so is face to face during the coffee breaks. 

  
We got a lot of positive feedback from the different delegations. The Swedish delegation 
especially, who asked us for advice on how to reach out and involve Swedish forestry 
students in policy making. The director of the European Forestry Institute (EFI) also reached 
out and asked us for a closer cooperation between IFSA and EFI.  
 
 



The outcomes from the conference was very vague altogether. The main outcome was that 
the Forest Europe process will continue and that the road forward to finding common ground 
on forest politics in Europe is still open. 
 
The Legally Binding Agreement (LBA) on forests in Europe, that was so close to being 
signed, was declared dead for now. But with the possibility to be resumed in the future.  
It sounded very promising when it started in Oslo in 2011, but because trivial disputes 
between countries and people arose, it fell on the finishing line. This is apparently how 
politics work, the reasons for a decision often does not have anything to do with the actual 
problem. 
 
It was definitely an eye-opening experience, to see first hand how these political processes 
work (or not work).   

Crazy stuff 
The government of Spain did not have any 
money to sponsor IFSS in Spain 2013. But 
we got to go to a fancy dinner for the 
participants of the ministerial conference, 
which probably cost about twice as much as 
the whole IFSS event. We had a chef from a 
two Michelin star restaurant preparing the 
dinner and we also were escorted to the 
venue by the police!  

Conclusion 
For IFSA students Forest Europe is a great way to experience a high-level policy process 
and to learn a lot, as because it is relatively small compared to other processes and 
conferences it is easy to get in touch with other delegates from NGOs but especially the 
governments. It is usually not easy to get the opportunity to give several statements at such 
a high-level conference and there is a great potential for further IFSA and youth involvement. 
 
We believe that decision makers need to start to prioritize youth. There is still lots of work to 
do for IFSA explaining the importance of investing in the emerging generation and we will 
leave you with the same words we left the ministers with: Leaders should not create 
followers; they should create more leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
IFSA Statements 

for the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 
20th and 21th of October 2015 
  
IFSA statement, presented by Laura Hempelmann 
 
  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  
Europe has the opportunity to set an example and be a role model for the global community. 
  
The International Forestry Students’ Association as a representative for forestry students around the 
globe would like to express its support to the Forest Europe process in its work towards a sustainable 
management of our continent’s forests. We would like to encourage the continuation of the process to 
enhance the cooperation on forest policies in Europe. IFSA has been following this process since 
2005, and although a lot has been achieved over the past years in making forestry in Europe more 
sustainable, there is still a lot of need for improvement, especially as new challenges continuously 
arise. 
In our opinion one major threat is the increase of urbanization. More and more people in society are 
becoming detached from nature. This makes it harder to keep them informed about the important role 
that forests play, and the multiple services that they provide for us. 
  
This development also affects the forestry workforce, particularly young people who would rather work 
in other professions than in forestry. We need to find a way to make the forestry sector more attractive 
again, especially to these youth. 
  
Through IFSA, we have become aware that the number of first year students studying forestry 
professions are now in decline for this generation, in many parts of Europe. However, changing that is 
not only the task of the forestry education facilities, but it is also up to the forest sector as a whole, to 
work together and to market and build its reputation within society. We believe that creating more 
awareness is the key to the survival of the forestry sector. Who else rather than us should show the 
public and future generation, how to care and value nature and forests? This is a cultural problem and 
possibly the root of many environmental problems within Europe. 
  
As the first generation who has had to deal with the reality of climate change, today’s youth needs to 
be kept aware of, and engaged in, all of the policy-making processes regarding the environment. 
Through IFSA we see first-hand how many youth are actually interested in gaining knowledge and 
giving their input about sustainable management of forests and other land uses, if only given the 
opportunity. This will help to prepare the emerging generation, and help it to become as efficient as 
possible when they become the decision-makers of tomorrow. However, this will not happen on its 
own, but needs to be encouraged and actively supported also by you, the decision-makers. 
  
We feel that by including youth into your policy making processes, we could work together to make 
these ideas a reality, and really make the difference that we all need. 
  
  
IFSA commission for Forest Europe 
Madrid, Spain 19.10.2015 
  



 Statement on behalf of Youth, presented by Joakim Lundsten 
  
 
Thank you, 
  
Europe, as a whole, has encountered a standstill in forestry policies to find a common ground; and 
that is why we are here today, to try to help each other to discover a way forward. 
  
My name is Joakim Lundsten, and I am here today on behalf of The International Forestry 
Students’ Association representing the voice of youth in Europe and around the world. We would like 
to express our gratitude towards the organizers for acknowledging the importance of youth 
involvement in decision-making processes, through inviting us to take part in this conference. 
We strongly believe that one of the keys for achieving long-term success in addressing global and 
regional challenges, is through investing in youth involvement by including us into important decision 
making processes. 
  
If all decision makers were to make an effort to invite youth to participate in their policy making, that 
would send a clear message to young people that they actually can have an important impact on the 
world. The invitation would also greatly benefit the decision-making, as well as to help better shape 
the leaders of tomorrow. 
  
For many years Europe, as a region, has been a role model and has lead the way for sustainable 
forest management on a global level. This could have been only achieved by overcoming our past 
challenges such as deforestation and severe environmental destruction. Now we have the obligation 
to share the knowledge with other parts of the world that face very similar problems today. 
The situation is still not perfect in Europe, and there remain some big challenges such as; 
urbanization and an increasing detachment of society from nature, as well as a complex and 
sometimes complicated political landscape. We should not stop addressing these issues, but instead 
use them as motivation to further improve forest management within our region and find new 
solutions. 
  
We think that to move forward the forestry sector needs to adopt a more holistic approach and begin 
to work on bettering our communication skills to reach a common goal. 
It feels now as if we, in the forestry sector, are mostly communicating within our own walls, and are 
forgetting to reach out to related fields engaged in land management, such as agriculture, in order to 
join together to provide the life essential goods and services that society requires, in a sustainable 
way. Thinking in terms of bio-regions and landscapes and consider forests as systems within bigger 
systems, we believe is the future. We believe it’s time to think beyond the forest, lets step back and 
see it from a different perspective. 
 
In conclusion, what we are trying to demonstrate to you here today, is that youth really want to be 
involved in solving these crucial global issues. However, it feels as if youth are standing with their 
hands in their pockets on the sidelines, not knowing how to actively participate. 
  
You here today can help the emerging generation to get more involved by inviting them to participate, 
and by giving them the tools to contribute. We believe that; leaders should not create more followers; 
they should create more leaders. 
  
  
IFSA commission for Forest Europe 
Freiburg, Germany 18.10.2015 



FOREST EUROPE Extraordinary Ministerial Conference 
  
Scientific Community and Youth Group Statement, presented by EFI director Marc Palahi 
  
  
Dear Chair, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues, 
  
The European Forest Institute (EFI), the International Union of Forest Research Organizations 
(IUFRO), Bioversity International and the International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA) would 
like to acknowledge the important achievements made by the Forest Europe Process regarding 
Sustainable Forest Management in the past 25 years. The resolutions, decisions and declarations 
adopted by the ministers responsible for forests in Europe reflect the general agreement on common 
targets and goals to be achieved and send a coherent message to decision makers and stakeholder 
across various sectors and policy areas at a time when the forest policy agenda is highly fragmented. 
  
It is further important to highlight the set of policy instruments developed during the process, including 
a pan-European approach to National Forest Programmes, a set of criteria and indicators for 
sustainable forest management (SFM), as well as several guidelines for its implementation. The 
scientific community has played an important role in informing the deliberations on these policy 
instruments.   
  
Overall, the output of the Forest Europe process, as mentioned today by many delegates, can be 
considered significant. However, the real impact relates to the actual implementation of the 
commitments made and instruments adopted. While we welcome the efforts made to date to assess 
the achievements of the FOREST EUROPE process, we share the view that the impact of its 
decisions requires an independent scientific assessment. 
  
As decisions will be taken about the future of this process, we also propose the establishment of a 
stronger and more systematic link between science, policy and practice. We would like to recall that 
the FOREST EUROPE process started as a science-based policy process 25 years ago in Strasbourg 
and has since developed into a main forest policy process in the pan-European region. 
          
Dear colleagues, 
  
The role of science and education becomes now more important than ever. In this respect, ambitious 
commitments to forest research and education are needed to support forest-related policy making 
now and in the future. Special emphasis need to be place in support of the emerging generation of 
decision-makers and scientists who will have to deal with an increasingly challenging world in the 
future. 
  
Building the future, requires FOREST EUROPE to provide strong leadership and vision based on 
ambitious partnerships across countries, disciplines, policy areas and sectors. Developing such vision 
should build on an improved understanding of sustainable and multifunctional forest management in 
addressing key societal challenges like climate change or biodiversity loss but also in realizing the 
opportunities related to building Europe’s Green Bioeconomy. 
  
  
Scientific Community and Youth Group 
Madrid, Spain 21.10.2015 
 


